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T«xt by Phil Joyce 

"Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty/' 
This statement, although it was first mad-

early in the 19th Century by a famed Irish ora 
tor, definitely describes the 20th Century mi: 
sion of the Air Defense Command in generr 
and its local counterpart—the 656th Aircrc 
Control Warning Squadron—in particular. 

The primary purpose of the Air Force's var 
radar network is vigilance. It is the watchdo, 
of the nation's security. Every minute of every 
day, this vigilance is kept. And, of course, the 
work of the 656th AC&W, as part of this vast 
network, is also continuous. 
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igilance 
trail heating ystem with the 
•team being fed through over
head pipes 

A second radar tower is being 
jntrucled as is a 200 by 21 fee 
jcrca'ion hall, which will houf 
: small theater and oihor facii 
ies for the personnel. Also, nin 
mall one-family homes are bcin 

8Jm'. uilt outside the fence to hoiu» 
he families of four officers an 
ve non-commissioned officers Ti 
is«iaj*6 has its own reserve! 
fto"~~Jthoui;h it uses commerci? 
jwer, it has detee] engines ke 
I constant working order whh 
ould provide pOWSl in an emc 
*ncy. 

• e e 
THE OPERATIONS BUILDi;. 

. the focal point of the entii 
ase. And. the hub of the operr 
ions building is the «enii-lijrhte 
oom - or "dark room" as it U 
ailed by the airmen where tlu 
•lotting board and radar scope 
re situated. 
"Energy," or vibration** 

ip by* tnc radar screen 
' he huge rubber bubble, 

•orded on equipment in the darV 
oom. 

The bubble, which is made r 
ubber material a b o u t thre 
ncherf thick, is nothing more thai 
i shield for the screen agains 
he weather. It is supported b> 
treasure from within, because r 
netal framework would throw of 
'ie sensitive radar equ'pnr'nt 

The bubble ie built to withstan 
eavy winds, which is an impo 
ant factor because of its higl 
.indy location. 

Impulses from the screen ai 
ncked up on the radar scopr 

n the dark room. The scope* loe 
ike wayward T sets with a beat 
>f light in thje center sweepin 
circles around the screen. 

Data received on the scopes : 

elayed by a unique telephone syii 
;em to a marker on the plottine 
ioard and several other person* 
n the dark room. 

e e e 
ON OUR RECENT TOUR of 

he installation, "C" crew under 
;he command of 1st Lieut. William 
5hull was on duty' in the dark 
•oom. Non-commissioned officer 
n charge was S/Sgt. Earl Jami
son. There are three shifts in the 
dark room and four crews, with 
one of the crews available for re
lief duty at all times. 

The tour was made early In the 
afternoon when air traffic is at 
Its heaviest. The marker on the 
slotting board was on the move 
continuously, drawing arrows to 
ndicate the direction of the flight 
ind its location, writing the time 
>f each recording and letters to 
dentify the flight. 

The marker must stan3 in 
of the glass board so as not to 
block it from the view of others 
in the^reom. Therefore, it is neces
sary that he write all the figures 
backwards with a grease pencil 
so they can be read properly in 
front. 

Because the data must be re
mand of Maj. Gen. James A. Hes- The base is composed of several ings are four barracks, an opera- c o r d e d swiftly, the markers be-
ier, a friendly and efficient vet- build'ngs of cement block con- tions building, two communica- ?°™e v e r y Proficient at writing 
cran of 50 combat missions in struction resting neatly on the tions buildings, a utilities build- backwards. Sgt. Jamison said one 

squadron—which is about equiva World War 2 tnd more recently, side of the hill beneath the huge ing, headquarters, motor .pool, b o y b e came so good at it that he 
lent to an Army company. The a g.jg pn0t in North Africa. Maj. radar tower and surrounded by cafeteria and power station. All °jf|;n_ a d t r o u b l e writing front-
proportionately large number of Hester's capable executive officer a wire fence. Among the build- buildings are serviced by a cen 
officers is neces^cry because one ;a j^ai. Fred M. Lanergren, who 

AT ItS HA;,»; high on a hill 
overlooking the Saratoga Lak 
area, a ra^ar scrco.i, bUieidcd L, 
a huge ruuoer bailou, sweeps th 
sky. \tfeiow tme ' outxuc' aooi 
a do^en men are always present . 
a bemi-ligiued room, intent 
watcning radar scopes and stuu 
ing a large c»rcu»ar piexigi&sfl pk 
ting ooard, wh.eh pin-po.nts eve 
tly.ng object witnin at least 
loO-mile radius. 

Yet, just like everything ek 
the price of liberty had gone u. 
For the ADC s radar netwoi 
aioue, tae co3t is in tue billion> 

Naturally, the taxpayer has t 
foot the bill, and if he is prat 
tical, he wants to bee if this monc. 
is spent wisely. 

At the Saratoga base tomorrow 
the taxpayer will have an oppoi 
tunity to see w4>ere some of h 
money is being spent. 

In conjunction with Armet 
Forces Day, the 656th AC*JV\ 
will throw its doors open at 1:S 
p.m. to familiarize the publi 
with its vitally important work 
Not only will the visitors be pei 
mitted to roam through th. 
bases's operation room, with it 
radar equipment, but they wii 
see an aerial demonstration oi. 
the function of the squadron. 
At 3 p.m. tomorrow, two jc 

planes from a national guar 
unit in Massachusetts will circi 
over the base. One will play th 
role of an unidentified and there 
fore potentially dangerous air 
craft. The second will be the in 
terceptor summoned by the con 
troller in the base's operatior 
room. 

A loud speaker system will bf 
set up go the spectators on th 
base will be able to hear th 
squadron's controller direct tt1 

pilot of the "fr.endiy" jet, callm 
him in on the target. 

Of course, the visitors will n< 
be able to see all of the working 
at the airbase because some o. 
it is restricted. But, they will be 
able to see enough to make the 
trip well worthwhile and to see 
the excellent job being done by 
the local airmen. 

e e e 
THERE ARE approximately 

225 airmen and 17 officers in the 

MARKING FLIGHTS—Airmen at 656th AC&W glass board in the base's o] 
squadron records air traffic in .the area on plexi- ter of the board locates » 

each circle representing a 50-mile radius. 

'1\.*E Ui;UB)i£—Giant runner bailon shields ra 'ar screen at Ketchum's Corners Air Force Base. 

officer must be on duty at all served in the Philippines and the 
times in the operations room. Solomon Islands during World 

The squadron is under the com- War 2. 
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NEW TOWER— This'tower being built on the base Is almost 
ready for the radar screewand protective bubble. It will supple

ment the present tower. 

wards 
Sitting in front of the board are 

the surveilance and control sec
tions. The personnel of these sec
tions are in direct communication 
with the air force control center, 
the ground observer corps and ad
joining radar sites. 

e e e 
THE AIRMEN have special 

praise for the ground observer 
corps and speak glowingly of their 
great assistance to the Air Force. 

Besides supervising the men in 
the room, the officer in charge is 
also the controller. When an un
known aircraft shows up on the 
screen, the controller using radio 
and radar guides interceptors to 
the intruder. 

This job is vitally important be
cause the controller's speed and 
precision in performing his duties 
could save countless lives and mil
lions of dollars worth of property 
if enemy bombers should attack. 
More than half of the base's of
ficers act as controllers. 

However, the event of such a 
decision being made at the base 
is remote since an enemy bomber 
attack may never happen, and if 
4t does ever occur, we can only 
hope that it is recognized and de
stroyed long before it reaches 
here. The air force is presently 
building a huge radar network 
north of Canada, which should 
give sufficient warning to stop an 
attack, before it reaches here. 

But, it is necessary to throw a 
"blanket of security" over the 
nation's skies. And, the radar net-

RADAR'S TV—Airman locates aircraft on radar scope before relaying Info 
the plotting board. 

work must be interlocking to be for several reasons is the logical 
efficient. time for an air attack. 

An added service by the dilfc- In order to combat the boredom, 
tion center at the Saratoga base, each man on duty in the dark room 
is to aid military and commercial Jj& relieved briefly after a half 
aircraft. The controller can, and Jtmr's work. Also, each man 
often does, contact airliners on the fwitches jobs periodically. This 
radio to advise the pilots of -tost only adds variety to the work, 
weather conditions. The controller <ftt trains each man to take over 
pin-points storm centers for mili- any position in the room in case 
tary and commercial pilots there 
by lessening the danger of crashj 

• • • 
THE CHIEF ENEMY of 

radarmen is boredom. They l 

lea, 

lust 

of an emergency 
s e e 

ALTHOUGH THE DARK ROOM 
is the nerve center of tne base, it 
could not function without the 

be constantly on the alert for services of the other men in the 
something which may never hap- the squadron. These services range 
pen. The job isn't too tiresome in .from the technical to recreational, 
the day when air traffic is at its Radar repairmen, telephone and 
greatest. But, the work is particif* radio operators and repairmen are 
larly monotonous at night—which just a few of the highly skilled 

airmen em 
men wort 
equipment 

Civilian 
cians froi 
permanen 
to aid thr 
so severs 
employed 
tricians, 
ing engir 

Yet, th 
complete 
cal work 
necessary 
special si 
for the d 
for securi 
TOMORR 

Keepinj 
men live. 

RADIO MBPAIB—Radio system Is kept m order by A/le Kenneth Mitchell, center. 
-«*J *VP**, Gerard T. Drees, right, under guidance of Fhllco technician W. M. Bitter. 

UTILITIES WORKMEN—George A, tloyd, Balhrtmi Set* mriMtnf an< groans* fore
man point* to blueprint for carpenter Frank Sep* Jr. of gchujler villa. 

IDENTIFICATION J-XBA«B — Mr potteemeii A/la 
l f -a» Walreta check a visiter's 
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