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Radar Station 
Keeps Watch 

On Air Lanes 
It sounds like the ideal assignment: 

An aircraft control and warning station situated on 
hills overlooking a lake and a stone's throw from a 
bustling resort area — not to mention mountains. 

It's the Saratoga Air Force Station, occupied by the 
656th Radar Squadron. The base is perched atop 
heights at Ketchum Corners on the east side of Sara
toga Lake. In addition to a multitude of attractions of
fered by Saratoga Springs, there are the Adirondacks 
just a brief drive to the north. 

Most of the base's personnel are on permanent as
signment — and very few transfers are requested. 

The unit collects data on all aircraft within range of 
its huge white radar bubbles and transmits the informa
tion by computer to Hancoek Air Force Base in Syracuse. 

The computers process such data on aircraft as 
height, speed and shape. 

The base, constructed in 1951 is self-sufficient and 
is maintained by 160 regular Air Force personnel in 
addition to civilian employes. 

It also has the only Civil Defense-approved nuclear 
shelter in this area. 

Saralogian 

Staff Photos 

by Jim Sargent 

A.1C WXmam It Glode compares waveforms as he cheets oat the highly complex data 
processing machine that feeds radar data to the director finder First sgt. Ronald Drew puts the fmfthnf touches m another meal m the 

Roberta and SJSgt William ft. Mitche* #*Jej fht 

Untitled Document

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/Desktop/hello.html2/18/2007 11:01:03 AM

Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 

www.fultonhistory.com


