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a Base Echoes 'New9 Air Force 
KN—US ** •mesdcy, Dec. 8, 1970 , » 

By ARDIS ANDERSON 

. A skyline of huge white golf 
balls is-the first imposing view 
of a little known, self-sufficient 
community populated by about 
125 men and some women and 
children in the heart of Sarato
ga County. 

Occupying about 44 acres of 
land at Ketchum Corners (about 
nine miles southeast of Saratoga 
Springs), this miniature city 
ideally is situated on one of the 
highest points in eastern New 
York and offers a panoramic 
view of the Mohawk Valley and 
Adirondack Mountains. 

MASTERMINDING operation 
of the community is a formida
ble job since it requires tremen
dous electronic know-how and 
numerous other skills ably exe
cuted .by Capt. Arthur N. Spell-
man, who assumed command 
Nov. 13 of the 656th Radar 
Squadron (SAGE) of the Air 
Force. 

"This is definitely the best lo
cation I've ever had," comment
ed the congenial commander re
flecting on his eight years in the 

Force. A native of White 
Plains, he came here from an 
assignment as commander of 
Cape Charles Air Force Station 
in Cape Charles, Va. 

The Saratoga Air Force Sta
tion, which looks more like a 
college campus than the usual 
concept of a service base, 
houses many stories. For the 
more technical-minded, it is an 
account of the complex Semi-
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Saratoga Air Force Station-A Plane Watcher 
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and liquor Store, at the corner 
of Ontario Street and Livingston 
Avenue, on behalf of a group of 
store owners opposed to the ma 
jority of the store owners asso
ciation, brought suit against the 
Albany County ABC board and 
the SLA and sought an annul
ment of the ABC order for 9 
p.m. closing hours. 

RENSSELAER COUNTY Su 
veme Court Justice John T. 
Casey upheld the Albany County 
ABC board action and ruled: 

"The order of the local board 
herein had a reasonable basis, 
Le. to lessen the risk of intoxi
cants being placed into the 
hands of certain disturbers dur
ing the increased hours of clos
ing . . . " 

Koblenz and Koblenz, 90 State 
Street, were attorneys for Mr 
Triolo. Eli Ratner, counsel for 
he SLA, represented the mem
bers of the Albany County Al
coholic Beverage Control Board. 
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Two Injured 
In" Chain Crash 

Four cars, two of them 
parked in the used car lot of 
John Pugliese at 1907 State 
Street, Schenectady, figured in 
a collision yesterday morning on 
State Street at Manchester 
Road, Schenectady. 

Patrolman Edward J. 
O'Connor reported that a car 
being driven onto State Street 
from Manchester Road by Je-
anette M. Schlansker, 33, of 227 
Manchester Road, Schenectady, 
when it was struck from behind 
by a car driven by Donald 
Brownell, 25, of 848 State Street, 
Schenectady. 

The impact hrove the 
Schlansker car into the twonsed 
cars in the Pugliese lot The 
Manchester Road woman com
plained of knee bruises and Mr. 
Brownell also was hurt, but nei 
ther required hospital care. 

Automatic Ground Environment 
System (SAGE) through which 
the local site feeds information 
along with other sites to the 21st 
Air Division Headquarters in 
Syracuse. This information con
cerns the range, azimuth (bear
ing) and height of aircraft. 

FOR OTHERS, the prime sto
ry may be the men themselves 
and their families who also are 
an integral part of community 
life in the surrounding areas of 
Saratoga Springs, Bafiston Spa, 
Malta and Stillwater. 

For still others, particularly 
those who are veterans of World 
War 2 or the Korean Conflict, 
the eyebrow raiser would be the 
new mode of living, changes in 
discipline and a breaking with 
many service traditions of the 
past. ' 

There have been many 
changes since the Saratoga Air 
Force Station was first occupied 
in 1952. For.one thing, the popu
lation of the SAGE community 
has dropped in recent years, 
primarily because of'a change 
in the mission, according to 
Captain Spellman. While the 
base at one time had about 250 
men stationed at the site, toh 
day's operations are ably han
dled by about 125 airmen and 
officers and about 30 civilian 
employes. 

SINCE 1968, Captain Spellman 
expaiined, Aerospace Defense 
Command has operated under a 
new system of Back-Up Inter
ceptor Control (BUIC) making 
it no longer necessary for each 
individual site to have aircraft 
control capabilities. Under this 
system, fewer enlisted men and 
officers are required. 

While the capabilities of 
equipment at the base are clas
sified secret information, Cap
tain Spellman said these facili
ties will not become obsolete as 
long as there are aircraft. He 
envisions no cutbacks and be
lieves operations will continue 
on a status quo basis in the 
foreseeable future. 

Speaking of the nontangible 
changes in the military the last 
20 years, Captain Spellman 
commented: "A veteran of 
World War 2 or Korea would be 
amazed by the differences." He 
added that these changes have 
taken place gradually in all 
branches of the military serv
ice. 

The tough topsergeant who 
arbitrarily disciplined a private 
20 years ago is as much a relic 
of the past as high buttoned 
shoes. "Threats and coercion 
have been replaced by manage
ment techniques — definitely an 
improvement," the captain said. 

NOTING THAT many young 
people today have a sterotyped 
erroneous view of life in mili
tary service, the commander 
pointed out servicemen have the 
same basic rights as any civil 
ian. 

"I cannot arbitrarily disci
pline any man," he remarked. 

"I must read him his rights be 
fore questioning him. . . . He 
doesn't have to answer any oi 
my questions, and he has the 
right to a lawyer." 

In the past, military com' 
manders often punished their 
men for civilian offenses com 
mitted off base. This now is ille 
gal, the captain noted. 

Looking at the more tangible 
changes — the base cafeteria -
it was obvious that chow lines 
where the ice cream landed oi 
top of the chip beef in the mess 
kit today are only non-appetis 
ing memories. The base cafe 
teria might be compared to a 
similar facility at Skidmore Cot 
lege. The food is attractively 
served by civilian employes and 
is eaten at small tables in the 
comfortable dining rcom. 

ONE AIRFORCE traiitioa 
which has not changed but may 
give way inlhe future; is the re 
quirement of short cropped hah, 

While discussing the enigma, 
Captain Spellman pointed to a 
young airman well blessed wifl 
a thick main of black hair ani 
commented: "He has an ap 
pointment with me this after
noon. These younger fellows 
them to get a haircut . . . . O 
want to wear their hair longer 
than the Air Force permits, and 
I have to keep after seme 4 
course, they are allowed tt 
wear wigs off duty," he grinned, 

One thing comes through loud 
and clear to a visitor at tie 

base — good morale. Everyone, 
from enlisted men to the com
mander seems delighted with 
the- base and its location. 
Fulfilling one's military obli

gation for those lucky enough to 
be assigned to Saratoga Air 
Force Base is similar to acquir
ing; a short-range job with more 
than the usual fringe benefits 
and to*p-notch facilities. Most of 
the men work a 40-hour week 
with 30 days vacation a year 
and all federal holidays. 

THEY ARE required to be ifij 

uniform only while on duty. In 
their own hilltop community 
they have dormitory-style living 
quarters with single rooms for 
those who are not married and 
two and three-bedroom ranch 
houses for the nine men who 
live on the base with their fami
lies. Other married servicemen 
live in the surrounding commu
nities. 

Also available on the base is a 
library, a bowling alley, a club
house, store, recreation hall, in 
tramural sports, softball and 
basketball teams. Available for 
borrowing, in the same manner 
a civilian takes out a library 
book, are motor boats, water 
and snow skis, golf clubs, 
skates, hunting rifles and all 
other types of sport and athletic 
equipment. 

The men are kept up-to-date 
on what's new in the Air Force, 
at their station and in the sur
rounding communities through 
their official newspaper, edited 
by Second Lt. Louis Stams, 
public information officer. 

INDIVIDUAL NEEDS at the 

Ship Sponsor 
i 

base are supplied by a dental 
clinic, a chapel equipped for 
services of all denominations 
and a medical dispensary. A 
commissary recently was 
opened and is available to all 
retired servicemen. Commis
sary hours are from lla.m. to 5 
p.m. Mondays through Satur
days and offer an opportunity 
for those eligible to beat the inf
lation bite in the supermarkets. 

College courses are taught on 
the base, or an airman may at
tend a nearby college or univer
sity with the Air Force picking 
up 75 per cent of the tab. 

BOSTON (UPI) - The USS 
LeBaron Russell Briggs Jr., 
rusting Liberty ship which was 
sunk in the Atlantic with nerve 

gas aboard, was named for a 
former Harvast University dean 
of faculty arts and sciences who 
later served as president of 
Radcliffe College. 

Nationally Advertised 

FINE FURNITURE 

GRAND RAPIDS 7 
816 ALBANY ST. _ Ph. FR 4-1054 

Open Daily 9-9; Sat. 9-6 

FREE PARKING M M f e t TERMS 

Christmas 

Corelle Dinnerware 
. by CORNING 

CENTRAL VARIETY 
HARDWARE 

IIUCNMM' 443-7070 
OP** T W K . * THURS. TO » P.M. 

FREEZER OWNERS BEEF UP 
USDA CHOICE and PENNSYLVANIA AMiSH BEEF 

WATCH YOUR ORDER CUSTOM COT AND WRAPPED 
N O O M M f f 

All Meats USDA Imp. -

BEEF 145/150 
HIMDQUARTER lb. A * * 

SIDE OF 
BEEF 

BEEF 
ffOKEQUARTER 

TikMS 
AVAILABLE 

300 
tt.Ayg. 

75e, 
65e, 
55 150/155 

lb.Avg. J J Ik. 
MASTER CHARGE 
INTERBANK CARD 

• Clerical 
typist w/IBM 

keypunch 

• Sttnoimphie counts w/shorthond rtritw 
• Tr«ttf«r Stofarts accepted N W end graduate by May 
• IBM Keypunch night classes bag hi Jan. S 

SPENCER 
BUSINESS INSTITUTE 

404 Union St., Schtdy. 
Telephone 374-7619 

•MhttrW w<* M.T.J. O M H •* ! • « « • * 
{•ft «r mriH for frt* c»1»lt »l *W 

SIPPERLYBROS. 
QUALITY IS OUR WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 

FINEST GRADED MEATS 
5 5 8 A l b a n y - S h a k e r Road 

869-7916 

o 

Whot a value . . . save over $40. W h a t a picture . . . thanks 
to computer crafted design and a powerfu l 21,500 volt 

, chassis . . . . No finer g i f t for anyone on your shopping list 
. . . . See this set at either of our locations . . . N O ONE 
BEATS TWS PRICE . . . ANYWHERE! 

Due to this low, low price this is a cosh and carry special . . . 
the price does included FREE 9 0 day carry-in service . . . plus a 
2 years picture tube guarantee! 
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SUPER 
SPECIAL 

G.E. ELECTRIC CHORD ORGAN 
INCLUDES: LEGS-MUSIC AND 

"COMPLETE INSTRUCTION BOOKLET! 

$1495 14 REG. 529 

PIKES EFFECTIVE<WED. THRU SUM., DEC. 12 
WHERE QUAUTYK OU* WAY Of DOIITCIUSfh-ESS 

TENDER CUT - TABLE RITE MEATS 
usa 
CH0§ 

CHUCK 
ROOT 
OFBEF 

Blade 
Cut 

LB. 

!CHl£K STEAK 
I0STON CUT 

H 

ROAST 
FORE QUARTER 

AN9WICH STEAKS 
ROJND CHUCK BEEF J 9 C 

KUOCKISP I G A G f t A D t AFRESH SLICED BEEF 

BACON EGGS LIVER 
LB. e W 9 DO*- "Tey LB- T t / 

LAW 0 ' LAKES BUTTER 
SAM LEE POUND CAKE 
BIRDS EYE COOL WHIP 
IGASTRAWBERRIES 

QTRS. 
LB. 

12 OZ. 

79° 
59° 

the Gift 
that keeps 
pn Giving 

THE PERFECT FAMILY GIFT IS 
A CONSOLE COLOR TV. 

Make this the year 
that you treat your family. 

to TV enjoyment at it§ 
best . . . when viewed 
from an RCA console 

color TVi 

A perfect choice wouUJ 
•be the Shadburn, RCA's 

specially priced con* 
sole just for the holidays! 

This beautiful 20" colof 
TV has a computer 

designed high' perform 
mance color picture 

tube along with a 
25,000 volt chassis Jot 
excellent color quality 

and long lasting depend^ 
ability. The cabinet is of a smartly styled contenv 

porary design, big enough for total family- viewing yet 
compact enough to solve your space problems: 

It's easy to make this Christmas special . . '. 
just make it an RCA Shadburn Christmas. 

BUY NOW. FIRST MONTHLY 
INSTALLMENT DUE FER4th, 1971. 

APPLIANCE SUPER MARTS & 
HAMMOND ORGAN STUDIOS 

. 

634 CENTRAL AVE., ALBANY 
Open 9 to 9; Sot. 'til 5 

438-5908 Solos - 489-7426 Organ* 

3899 CARMAN RO. (Rt. 146) ; 
McCormack't Contort - 356-0768 

Opon 10 to 9; Sot. 'HI 5 
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Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 
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